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Abstract

Fostering Sustainable Ecotourism Development

The year 2002 is a special one for ecotourism not only because the U
Nations designated the year as the International Year of Ecotourism, b
because of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Ecotourism h
potential to create positive economic, environmental and social impacts, but
properly planned, developed and managed, it will also threaten the very
and accompanying cultural assets upon which it depends. Havin
above-mentioned idea, this study aims to propose ecotourism policies to
sustainable ecotourism development.

On supply-side, it is suggested that the financial and technical supp
ecotourism projects of local governments should be enlarged, while at th
time requiring them to plan, develop and manage their projects in a sust
manner. The program for selection and designation of ‘Best Ecotourism Re
of Korea' is also suggested. On demand-side, both the program to prom
ethical and environmentally conscious behaviour of tourists and the prog
promote more environmentally, socially and culturally responsible operat
tour operators are suggested. On intermediate- side, ecotourism cert
program, program to promote ecotourism messages and products, and pro
provide technical and financial support for micro, small and medium
ecotourism firms are suggested. The fundamental role of government
consolidate the foundation for ecotourism development. In this respect, ecot
guider program, education and training program, ecotourism research p
and appropriate legislative frameworks are suggested. Finally, the establ
and functions of a Korea Ecotourism Society are suggested, because ecato
a complex activity involving a variety of stakeholders, it therefore needs

collaborations amongst local communities, the private sector, NGOs and governme
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Golden Rules of Ecotourism(Conservation International)

As a traveler, you will have an impact on the environment and culture of the place
you are visiting. Here are some rules of thumb to make this impact positive!

Keep these Golden Rules in mind when you travel:

«Learn about your destination before you get there. Read guidebooks, travel
articles, histories, and/or novels by local authors and pay particular attention to
customs such as greetings, appropriate dress, eating behaviors, etc. Being sensitive
to these customs will increase local acceptance of you as a tourist and enrich your
trip.

«Follow established guidelines. Ask your ecotour operator, guide and or the local
authorities what their guidelines are for limiting tourism's impact on the
environment and local culture. Staying on trails, packing up your trash, and
remaining set distances away from wildlife are a few ways to minimize your
impact in sensitive areas.

« Seek out and support locally-owned businesses. Support local businesses
during your ecotravels to ensure maximum community and conservation benefit
from your tourist dollars.

( : WWW conservation.org)

Code of conduct for tour operators and tourists(WWF Russian Far East)

Code of conduct for tour operators Code of conduct for tourists

1. Make Tourism and Conservation 1. Make Tourism and Conservation
Compatible Compatible

2. Support the Preservation of 2. Support the Preservation of
Wilderness and Biodiversity Wilderness and Biodiversity

3. Use Natural Resources in a 3. Use Natural Resources in a
Sustainable Way Sustainable Way

4. Minimise Consumption, Waste and 4. Minimise Consumption, Waste and
Pallution. Pallution

5. Respect Local Cultures 5. Respect Local Cultures

6. Respect Historic and Scientific Sites 6. Respect Historic and Scientific Sites

7. Russian Far East Communities Should 7. Russian Far East Communities Should
Benefit from Tourism Benefit from Tourism

8. Educate Staff 8. Choose Tours With Trained,

Professional Staff

9. Make Your Trip an Opportunity to 9. Make Your Trip an Opportunity to
Learn About the Russian Far East Learn About the Russian Far East

10. Follow Safety Rules 10. Follow Safety Rules

( : www wwf.ru/ dvad eng/ eco_Lhtml)
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6. Mohonk Agreement;

Mohonk Agreement;

A framework and principles for the certification
of ecotourism and sustainable tourism.

Background

This document contains a set of general principles and elements that should
be part of any sound ecotourism and sustainable tourism certification programs.
This framework was unanimously adopted at the conclusion of an international
workshop convened by the Institute for Policy Studies with support from the Ford
Foundation. It was held at Mohonk Mountain House, New Patz, New York on
November 17- 19, 2000.

Workshop participants recognized that tourism certification programs need to
be tailored to fit particular geographical reasons and sectors of the tourism
industry, but agreed that the following are the universal components that must
frame any ecotourism and sustainable certification program.

1. Certification Scheme Overall Framework

Basis of Scheme

The objectives of the scheme should be clearly stated. The development of a
certification scheme should be a participatory, multistaker and multisectoral
process (including representatives from local communities, tourism businesses,
non- governmental organizations, community-based organizations, government, and
others).

- The scheme should provide tangible benefits to tourism providers and a

means for tourists to chose wisdly.

- The scheme should provide tangible benefits to loca communities and to

conservation.
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- The scheme should set minimum standards while encouraging and rewarding best
practice.

- There is a process to withdraw certification in the event of non-compliance.

- The scheme should establish control of existing/new sealdlogos in terms of
appropriate use, an expiration date and, in the event of loss of certification
that it is withdrawn.

- The scheme should include provisions for technical assistance.

- The scheme should designed such that there is mativation for continua
improvement -- both of the scheme and of the products companies to be
certified.

Criteria Framew ork

- Criteria should provide the mechanism(s) to meet the stated objective(s).

- Criteria used should meet and preferably exceed regulatory compliance.

- Criteria should embody global best practice environmental, social and
€conomic management.

- Criteria should be adapted to recognizing local/ regional ecological, social and
economic conditions and local sustainable development efforts.

- Criteria should be subject to a periodic review.

- Criteria should be principally performance based and include environmental,
social and economic management process eements.

Scheme Integrity

- The certification program should be transparent and involve an appeas
process.

- The certification body should be independent of the parties being certified
and of technica assistance and assessment bodies (i.e., administrative
structures for technical assistance, assessment and auditing should avoid
conflicts of interest).

- The scheme should require audits by suitably trained auditors.

- The scheme should require consumer and local community feedback
mechanisms.

2. Sustainable T ourism Criteria
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Sustainable tourism is tourism that seeks to minimize ecologica and socio- cultural
impacts while providing economic benefits to local communities and host countries. In
any certification scheme, the criteria used to define sustainable tourism should address at
least minimum standards in the following aspects (as appropriate):

Overall

- Environmenta planning and impact assessment has been undertaken and
considered social, cultural, ecological and economic impacts (including
cumulative impacts and mitigation strategies);

- Environmental management commitment by tourism business;

- Staff training, education, responsibility, knowledge and awareness in
environmental, social and cultural management;

- Mechanisms for monitoring and reporting environmental performance;

- Accurate, responsible marketing leading to realistic expectations; and

- Consumer feedback.

Social/ Cultural

- Impacts upon social structures, culture and economy (on both local and
national levels);

- Appropriateness of land acquisition/ access processes and land tenure;

- Measures to protect the integrity of loca community’ s social structure;

- Mechanisms to ensure rights and aspirations of local and/or indigenous
people are recognized.

Ecological

- Appropriateness of location and sense of place;

- Biodiversity conservation and integrity of ecosystem processes;
- Site disturbance, landscaping and rehabilitation;

- Drainage, soils and stormwater management;

- Sustainability of energy supply and minimization of use;

- Sustainability of water supply and minimization of use;

- Sustainability of wastewater treatment and disposal;

- Noise and air quality (including greenhouse emissions);



- Waste minimization and sustainability of disposal;

- Visua impacts and light;

- Sustainability of materials and supplies (recyclable and recycled materias,
locally produced, certified timber products, etc.); and

- Minimal environmenta impacts of activities.

Economic

- Requirements for ethical business practice;

- Mechanisms to ensure labor arrangements and industria reations
procedures are not exploitative, and conform to local laws and international
labor standards (whichever are higher);

- Mechanisms to ensure negative economic impacts on loca communities are
minimized and preferably there are substantial economic benefits to local
communities; and

- Requirements to ensure contributions to the development/ maintenance of
local community infrastructure.

3. Ecotourism Criteria

Ecotourism is sustainable tourism with a natural area focus, which benefits
the environment and communities visited, and fosters environmental and cultural
understanding, appreciation, and awareness. In any ecotourism certification
scheme, the criteria should address standards (preferably mostly best practice) for
sustainable tourism (as per above) and at least minimum standards for:

- Focus on personal experiences of nature to lead to greater understanding
and appreciation;

- Interpretation and environmental awareness of nature, locd society, and culture;

- Positive and active contributions to conservation of natura areas or
biodiversity;

- Economic, social, and cultural benefits for local communities;

- Fostering of community involvement, where appropriate;

- Localy appropriate scale and design for lodging, tours and attractions; and

- Minimal impact on and presentation of local (indigenous) culture.
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